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CERTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

23 JUL 1965
DIRECTORATE OF INTELLIGENCE

MENORANDUN
BUBJECT: Viet Cong Lisbilities and Yulnerabilities

The Yist Cong are well kaown as & wily and sggressive
foe. Their soveslled sumeer offensive is a calculated effort
te attack and destroy government forces in the proviaces
under cover of the monscon rains which hamper government
reinforcessnt and resupply operations. Despite beavy
casualties incurred in this effort and in previcus campeigns,
the Yiet Cong have managed cver the years to incresse thelir
smrength by means of infiltration andé local recruliment of
meapower in areas of South Vietnam under their comtrol.

Waile not minimiring their temscity snd rescurcefulness,
the Viet Cong also suffer sericus llabilities and vulner-
abilities, vhich, if anything, have incressed as the fighting
bas intensified:

i. 7The Viet Cong are nov meeting less success in
enticing Bouth Vietnamese youths Into their ranks and
are rescrting increasingly to draft and impressment to
replenish their units and build new ones. TYouths 16
and under have been captured in comdat with Viet Cong
min force battalions and found to have minimal training
and low morale,

2. Ths Viet Cong appear io de increasingly em-
ploying local troops in areas remote from their homes.
This tends to negate some of the advantages the Viet
Cong have had of desp familiarity with terrain and
local conditions and easy access to the local populace
for ghelter and support.

3. Desyite increased panpower frem North Vietnam,
ineluding trained PAVN regulars, these IRV personnel
suffer the zame lack of familiarity with local geo-
eraphy and conditions, and risk exscerbaling regiomal
prejudices where they come in contact with locally
reeruited troops and the populace.
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h, BPvidence that the Vieit Cong mre increasingly
baing equipped with bloc-manufactured weapons means
that they are also plagued with longer supply llnes
and the nesd for extensive stockpiling.

5. Btepped up harsgament from the air, together
with more govermment ground probes lnto Viet Cong
arses, mtkas them more vulnerable to disruptions
éuring periods previocusly dsvoted to treining and
food production, and io destruction of or seperstion
fyom their atockpilere.

6. The trend toward larger-scale Viet Cong
attacks, snd the more repld and massive govermment
retalistion through the use of jet aircrafi; is
esusing the Viet Cong heavier casualtiies.

7. In recent months, Viet Cong defections have
increased, and defectors and prisoners are reporting
groming Tear of alr strikes, and lower morsle, from
incrensing harssmsent., .

8. Food iz unown to be short in some areas of
central Vietnanm, and poorer diets renders them more
vulnersble o illnesaex; shortage of medicines iz a
prodlex for the sick and the wounded,

9. Lack of supplies iz forcing the Viet Cong
to sxtract more goods from the peasantry, thus in-
oreasing resentmmat of the populace sgainst them;
thelr larger force strength and needs hes caunsed
then in the past yesr or 20 to double or even iriple
texation of the populace, in cash or Xind.

10. Likewise, the Viet Cong have begun to
shift what initielly sppeared to be a promise of
land refors into forced peasant production for the
Yist Cong.

1i. The Viet Cong appear to be resorting in-
cronsingly to terrorism and controls to keep the
peasants in lins and coopersting.

12, Wnile 14 cennot be established that greater
devastation from ground coabat and wly strikes does
ROt arouse soue resestment againat the govermment,
there ars indications that growing numbers of the
rural populace tend to Liame the presence of the
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